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Our Ref: KIN 
 
Date: 29th April 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I write to you at the end of our first week back after the Easter holidays. We have had a 
wonderful week and look forward to the rest of this term, the last term our students will be 
Year 7! 
 
I have quite a few notices for you this week.  
 
Attendance 
 
School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a priority to 
ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school. Of course, we are fully 
aware and sympathetic that in the current climate attendance can look a little different to the 
norm but as a school we continue to follow any DfE guidance.  
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to attendance at Callerton Academy we would like to 
draw to your attention to our Attendance Policy here. This outlines our policies and 
procedures in relation to tracking and supporting pupils whose attendance is lower than we 
would hope.  
 
In the front of the school student planner you will see the Attendance Pyramid, which shows 
if students fall below 90% they are in the red zone and classed as a persistent absentee. At 
this point attendance can be legally monitored by the Local Authority and grades will be 
affected. The reality is that, with below 90% attendance, students have less than a 50% 
chance of achieving good grades compared to their peers of similar ability.  
 
We have had some requests for holidays in term time. As you can see from our attendance 
policy, holidays in term time should only be taken in exceptional circumstances as attendance 
at school is so important. Exceptional circumstances do not include cost, time of travel etc.  
 
Working with Children North East 
 
We have teamed with Children North East, a local children’s charity, who will support us in 
doing a poverty proofing audit at our school. At Callerton Academy, as you know, we believe 

https://www.callertonacademy.org.uk/_filecache/0ec/fa7/5072-attendance-policy-2021-2022.pdf
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that it is imperative that all children get access to the best education, regardless of household 
income.  
 
As part of this audit, Trustees, staff and all children will be interviewed in groups next week 
and there is a parent survey for you to complete here, that needs to be completed by Friday 
6th May 2022. If you would like a paper copy of this survey, please contact us on 0191 605 
3835.  
 
Attainment Data – sent home today 
 
Today, the students have received their termly data. As usual you can see the students’ 
engagement with learning and behaviour in each subject. Also, this is the first data that gives 
the students and you a benchmark of where the students are academically. Teachers have 
assessed the students from their class work and from formal assessments. Teachers have 
then measured this against what students should be achieving for their age in each subject 
using the following descriptors: 
 

 
Every student also has a target grade for each subject apart from PSHE, Reading and PE. 
Targets for age related expectations have been generated from initial CAT4 assessments that 
were done in September 2021 and have been adjusted from teacher assessment and 
knowledge of the students. Targets will be reviewed at the beginning of Year 8.  
 
Reminder – Bank Holiday Monday 
 
This Monday, 2nd May 2022, is a national Bank Holiday, therefore the school is closed and we 
will re-open on Tuesday 3rd May 2022.  
Advance Notice – Parent Afternoon in School – Friday 27th May 2022 
 
We’d like to invite all parents, carers and families into school on the afternoon of Friday 27th 
May 2022 for an afternoon of activities that are led by our amazing students and staff. 
Callerton students are very proud of our Academy and community that they are creating 
around them; they love to show it off! The approximate times will be 1pm to 2:40pm. I’ll 
write in my next letter with more information.  
 

https://children-ne.org.uk/poverty-proofing/survey/?uac=c8f10c96-8e04-477f-8676-4efec96c7ca0
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Advance Notice – Teacher Training Day – Monday 27th June 2022 
 
I’d like to give you advance notice of our teacher training day on Monday 27th June 2022, 
therefore school will be closed to students on this day. I’ll remind you of this nearer the time.  
 
Callerton's Current Reading Competition – from Miss Anderson 
 
To show off our love and enthusiasm for reading, students have been set a 'Read Anywhere' 
Challenge over the half term break. The idea is that students take a picture of themselves 
reading either their favourite book, or their current book, somewhere outside of school. The 
picture could be as simple as reading on the couch at home, or some students may wish to be 
more creative with their places and pictures. We are delighted that so many students have 
already sent in their entries, but there is still time left to get snapping as the deadline isn't 
until Friday 6th May. Students have been shown in their IT lessons how to upload their 
picture/s onto their Teams account. We cannot wait to see all these exciting pictures and 
have them displayed around school.  
 
Thank you for your support as usual. Don’t forget to look out on our website for the video 
version of this letter being read by one of our wonderful students here, and our great news 
stories here.   
 
Yours faithfully,  

 
 
 
 

Mrs Innes 
Principal 
Callerton Academy 

https://www.callertonacademy.org.uk/article/2022/4/29/parent-and-carer-update-29th-april-2022--read-by-one-of-our-pupils
https://www.callertonacademy.org.uk/news-and-events

