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Executive Summary 
 
Callerton Academy is a non-selective, non-denominational 11-16 
secondary school in the pre-opening phase with a planned opening date of 
September 2021.   The school will be part of the Gosforth Group, along 
with five other schools across Newcastle upon Tyne.  This report outlines 
the engagement with our stakeholders alongside the formal Section 10 
consultation. 
 
Callerton Academy will, as its central mission, focus on ensuring that young people 
enjoy access to a truly inspirational academy that will mirror the success of other 
outstanding institutions in the Gosforth Group.   
 
Our new school will be dynamic and diverse – demonstrating a clear energy and 
purpose where all students are valued, regardless of their background or ability.  We 
pride ourselves on our comprehensive intake and our inclusive approach. 
 
The initial engagement with stakeholders opened in 2017 when Gosforth Group began 
discussions with Newcastle City Council regarding the need for a new free school.  
Formal statutory consultation ran from 9 November 2020 to 7 December 2020.  
Suggestions and comments have been considered, responded to where appropriate 
and will be shared to ensure they are incorporated into planning proposals where 
relevant. 
 
Gosforth Group – the proposer 
 
Gosforth Group is an education charity and not-for-profit Multi-Academy 
Trust.  We are a dynamic organisation, recognised across Newcastle upon 
Tyne as one of the highest performing family of schools; currently with 
four established academies and two free schools at pre-opening phase. 

 
Our principal aim is to encourage high expectations and high standard of achievement, 
both academic and personal.  Our values embrace honesty, trust, reliability, creativity, 
respect for the legitimate rights of others, care for the vulnerable members of society, 
regard for the environment and kindness towards other people. 
 
We believe that a safe, calm, friendly, disciplined atmosphere, in which hard work and 
cooperation are respected, is the best way to promote these values. 
 
‘Create your future’ encapsulates our purpose as a Multi-Academy Trust: to educate, support 

and nurture all of our students so they can achieve their potential and fulfil their ambitious 
aspirations. 

 



4 
 

At Callerton Academy we will foster the progress of children as global citizens as well 
as members of the Gosforth Group community.  These core values will be 
communicated through a focused assembly programme, outstanding teaching and 
learning, and PHSE study.  We will retain a firm emphasis on academic progress and 
attainment at the school, focusing on high aspirations and a wide, varied and 
accurately targeted curriculum to create appropriate, closely tailored pathways for all 
pupils.  
 
Our praise code delivers a clear discipline system as well as significant rewards for the 
majority of pupils who behave and work to the high standards that we expect of them.  
This system of sanction and reward has equity at its core; it demands that all students 
will be treated in the same way, regardless of difference or background. The pastoral 
care will be exceptional, with dedicated teams dealing quickly and effectively with 
issues of safeguarding and care for the whole child.  Active community and parental 
involvement, for example, will be encouraged and a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities will be offered through activity weeks and school trips.  
 
The primary focus at Callerton Academy will be to instil a lifelong love of learning, 
encouraging pupils to be confident, hard-working and ambitious, regardless of 
background.  Mentoring activities will be underpinned by a key focus on ‘character 
education’.  We want to produce aspirational, confident people who are active and 
reflective contributors to the communities, local and global, that they belong to.  

 
Initial phase 
 
Gosforth Group was informed of its successful bid to open a new free 
school in June 2019.  In deciding to submit a bid the trust undertook 
various stakeholder engagement. 
 
Methods used to reach stakeholders in advance of the formal consultation have 
included: 
 
 Extensive discussions with the local authority, including representatives of the 

Director of Children, Education and Skills.  At these meetings Newcastle City 
Council indicated their full support for the free school due to the need for 
additional school places; 

 Gosforth Academy website updates; 

 Local consultation prior to the bid submission; 

 Meetings of the Chief Executive Officer with local headteachers; 

 Newsletter items; 

 Online ‘Keeping in Touch’ updates; 

 Published FAQs.  
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Statutory consultation 
 
The statutory Section 10 consultation commenced on 9 November 2020 
and ran for four weeks to 7 December 2020. 

 
Information provided to stakeholders took the following forms: 
 
 Public consultation booklet.  This was made available in electronic format and 

printed form and was specifically sent to a wide range of stakeholders, 
providing information on how feedback could be given; 

 A new Callerton Academy website carried information about the proposed new 
school, the consultation process and a downloadable consultation booklet;  

 The Callerton Academy website also provided an online (and downloadable) 
questionnaire to complete; 

 
Regrettably, due to COVID-19 restrictions we were unable to host any public meetings 
or drop in events.  Instead we publicised an online message board to encourage 
stakeholders to safely submit any questions directly to the trust.  This was also 
supported by a dedicated email address S10Consultation@ga.newcastle.sch.uk as a 
further means of garnering feedback.     

 
Stakeholders 

 
A wide range of stakeholders were consulted including: 
 
 Local parents and carers; 
 Local residents; 
 Headteachers, governors and staff at Newcastle upon Tyne primary and 

secondary schools; 
 Newcastle City Council’s Director of Children, Education and Skills 
 Local authority ward councillors; 
 Officers of the neighbouring Northumberland County Council 

 
Statutory consultation results and responses 
 
Website 
 
There were 234 views of the Callerton Academy Section 10 consultation web page. 

 
Online questionnaire 
 
17 consultation questionnaire responses were received, all online. 
 
Replies to the seven questions asked were as follows: 

mailto:S10Consultation@ga.newcastle.sch.uk
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1.  About you:  which of the following best describes you? 
 

Parent/ carer 10 

Member of staff or governor at a local school 1 

Elected member 1 

Local resident 4 

Local business owner 0 

Local authority employee 1 

Other 0 
 

 
 

2. Where do you live, approximately, in relation to the proposed site? 
 

Within 1 mile 9 

Within 3 miles 7 

Within 5 miles 1 

Greater than 5 miles 0 

 

Parent/ carer Member of staff or governor at a local school

Elected member Local resident

Local business owner Local authority employee

Other

Within 1 mile Within 3 miles Within 5 miles Greater than 5 miles
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3. Do you agree that opening the proposed Callerton Academy will provide extra 
choice for parents and meet a need to provide additional school places in 
Newcastle? 

 

Yes 16 

No 0 

Unsure 1 
 

 
 
4. Do you agree that the vision and values of Callerton Academy meet the needs 

of the community? 
 

Yes 16 

No 0 

Unsure 1 
 

 
 

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure
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5. We want the school to be an important part of the local community.  Are there 
any services you would like the school to offer the local community? 

 

Use of sports facilities 13 

Use of rooms/ auditoriums 1 

Other 3 
 

 
 
6. Should Gosforth Group enter into a Funding Agreement with the Secretary of 

State for Education in order to open this school? 
 

Yes 15 

No 0 

Unsure 2 
 

 
 
 

Use of sports facilities Use of rooms/ auditoriums Other

Yes No Unsure
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7. Please provide any comments and feedback 
 
There were eight qualitative responses to this question. 
 
Response 1 
“We definitely need a new school in our area with new housing developments going on. 
Considering there are no outstanding schools near to our area we have to think over to 
invest in the area for new house just because of the school, otherwise we love this area 
to be settled in. Please do open this school, we need it, our area needs it the most. 
Appreciate your consideration and help towards getting the new school. Thank you 
very much. We as the local residents of the area will do anything to help get the 
school.” 
 

Response 2 
“Thank you for your consideration towards getting local residents opinion and 
feedback.  With no outstanding schools in our area and non-Catholic ones specially are 
suffering to get the kids in a good school. Our kids need it. I would appreciate if it gets 
the funding approval and opens ASAP.  We as local residents will do all we can to help 
you with the school as our kids need the good support and education in the area with 
lots of new housing developments.” 
 

Response 3 
“Every parent who chooses to send the kids in non-Catholic school ask us various 
questions and recommendation for a good secondary school which we are not able to 
recommend as there are no much good schools around our area. Unfortunately, they 
are choosing to move out of the area just to get the good school for kids. I urge you to 
open the school in our area so kids develop and get all the support in our area instead 
of moving out and our area gets the proper development with new generations coming 
up. Hope our opinion helps and matters. Thanks. Awaiting the new school to see the 
kids happy to stay and be proud of our area.” 
 

Response 4 
“My elder kid has been to other secondary school in this area and we all suffered with 
lack of choices given. Been in the area for years it affects our kids a lot when they don't 
get the much needed support and education and friendly atmosphere in the school at 
the teen age where it’s difficult to handle and understand them, please do get the 
funding approved for the school. We need it badly. Our kids need it. Hope my younger 
one will get a chance to get in new school than suffer like my elder one. Thank you for 
giving us opportunity to provide our opinion and feedback and hope it matters and 
help you get us a new school in our area. We will be proud to be in the area and get the 
kids the similar school like Gosforth Academy.” 
 
Response 5 
“This whole process needs to take into account that in 10-15 years’ time there will be 
in excess of another 1,000 homes & families in the local area as a result of the 
substantial development taking place.  I sincerely hope therefore, that the decision 
isn’t just made on the requirements of the here and now. 
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Response 6 
“This questionnaire asks blatantly leading questions and is badly constructed. 
If I was marking it as a piece of school coursework I wouldn't give it a very good mark. 
It is clearly designed to seek approval for a predetermined course of action rather than 
invite genuine consultation. 
 
Question 3 conflates 2 separate issues. More school places are obviously needed; we 
must have a new school. In my experience, however, most parents don't want a choice 
of schools; what they want is a nearby school that is strongly rooted in their 
community and provides a high quality education to meet the needs of their young 
people. Having other schools in other parts of the city providing a different offer, is 
largely irrelevant to most people. 
 
Question 4. I can't give an informed opinion on this because there is no detail in the 
consultation document. We won't know the true vision of the school until after it 
opens, by which time it will be too late. It is important that schools need to be flexible 
to meet the emerging needs of the communities they serve. It is also important that 
any new school is wholly inclusive and meets the needs of everyone. Schools have an 
important role in uniting people and building community cohesion; especially those 
that serve a new or emerging community, as we have here. The ethos of the school will 
have an important influence in shaping the character of the new community we are 
trying to create. 
 
Question 6 is pointless. There is no real choice. I would prefer the school to be funded 
by Newcastle City Council, with local people having a genuine say in how it is run but 
that is not an option we can take. It is take it or leave it. I don't know why you are 
asking this question.” 
 
Response 7 
“I believe as a parent there is an urgency to understand the timeline for the completion 
of the building once Secretary of State funding is agreed. It is difficult to make an 
informed choice about selecting the school without having an understanding of the 
timeline. I am very concerned that if my child is housed within the temporary 
accommodation up to year 11 then they would miss out on vital outdoor activities and 
educational amenities that other high schools in the area offer. What proposals do the 
Gosforth Group have in place to ensure all children do not miss out on educational and 
physical amenities offered by a fully built high school?”   
 
Response 8 
“As the Trust is aware, the new school is needed to ensure sufficiency of school 
provision across the city as well as addressing current and future needs linked to the 
substantial housing growth in Newcastle. We are delighted that this is now 
progressing.” 
 

Message board 
 
The message board for Callerton Academy received one submission: 
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Question:   I believe as a parent there is an urgency to understand the timeline for the 
completion of the building once Secretary of State funding is agreed. It is difficult to 
make an informed choice about selecting the school without having an understanding 
of the timeline. I am very concerned that if my child is housed within the temporary 
accommodation up to year 11 then they would miss out on vital outdoor activities and 
educational amenities that other high schools in the area offer. What proposals do the 
Gosforth Group have in place to ensure all children do not miss out on educational and 
physical amenities offered by a fully built high school?  
 
Answer:  Callerton Academy will open temporarily in a newly reconfigured school 
building in Newcastle’s Graingertown.    This existing school building is very well 
equipped and will be reconfigured to fully meet the requirements for Year 7s and Year 
8s in readiness for opening next September 2021.    

This will be a temporary home for two years only. The project timeline shows that the 
brand-new permanent school will be completed in the north-west of the city on the 
existing Simonside Primary school site and adjacent land by September 2023.    
 

S10Consultation@ga.newcastle.sch.uk 

 
Feedback through the S10 email address was received from two respondents to the 
consultation.   
 
The Chair of Governors of a local primary school, whilst supportive of the proposal, 
raised two issues in relation to pupil demand and the possible consequences if there 
was a delay to the opening of the new school.  The Gosforth Group Chair of Trustees 
responded directly to this enquiry. 
 
A contribution was also received after the consultation period had closed from the 
Chief Executive Officer of a local Multi-Academy Trust of primary schools.   The 
proposal is supported because it will increase parental/ pupil choice and enhance 
viable secondary provision.  A concern was expressed about potential adverse effect 
on primary school numbers, not related to this consultation.   

 
Conclusion and next steps 
 
There has been extensive ongoing consultation with a wide range of 
stakeholders since the earliest stages of development of the proposal for 
this school.  Feedback has been overwhelmingly supportive and positive. 
 
We are confident Callerton Academy will provide much needed places for parents/ 
carers in the community and this is fully supported by Newcastle City Council.  The 
trust will now begin the process of agreeing a Funding Agreement for Callerton 
Academy with the Secretary of State for Education. 
 

mailto:S10Consultation@ga.newcastle.sch.uk
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We would like to thank all stakeholders who have taken time to read and hear about 
our exciting plans and provide feedback.  We will, of course, continue to work with 
stakeholders through the planning and building phases of the new school. 

 


